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From the Director’s Chair 

 
Hello to all members of VT-A and VT-K!   

It is August and it is hard to believe that summer is half over! 

Well that does not mean we are not having FUN! 

Last month, it was great to see all of those members that went to the Rally, in 

Sturbridge, MA.  Both VT A and VT K, were well represented and VT K 

entered a piñata into the contest.  They made a COVERED BRIDGE.  How 

Vermont is that?  

The piñata that won the contest was from the CT/RI district, but VT K did a 

great job and it was great to see them in the final round! 

  

Keep up the great work! 

 



From the Assistant District Directors 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

N.E. Region B District Rally 2017 

Pat and I were very glad we attended the rally in MA this summer, held at the Sturbridge 

Host and Conference Center. This was the first out of state Rally we have attended and it 

brought back memories of the very first District Rally held In Rutland Vermont, back in 

2002. My late brother, Carl, was involved in planning the 2002 rally and I attended many 

out of state meetings with him to put the first rally together.  I must say the rally has 

grown in size since the first one!   

The 2017 rally had some cool weather as did the first rally. Leading a ride through the VT.  

Green Mountains that first year we hit some rain and the temperature dropped to 42 

degrees in July! The Sturbridge Rally was not that cold. Although we did not participate in 

any planed rides, we took shorter self-guided rides to see some of the local sites in 

Sturbridge.  It has been at least 25 years since the last time we were in Sturbridge and we 

were amazed at the growth of the city and traffic. 

The Sturbridge Rally allowed us a chance to meet other officers in the district. And we 

have started making new GWRRA friends. The Sturbridge Host Inn complex is a huge 

building. (WE could have used a map of the building), however the staff in charge were 

very helpful.  The food was excellent and served in a timely fashion. The setup of the 

meeting rooms and banquet went like clockwork thanks to the large staff.  The only glitch 

was with the ATM machine that soon ran out of money but it was a pleasant walk to a 

bank to build up our coffers. We are looking forward to the 2018 GWRRA Northeast Region 

Rally, which will be in CT. 

                  



  From the District MEC           
Planning Summer Activities… 

In New England, summer is the climax of our riding season. During the summer months, our calendars are packed 

with a variety of activities…weekend rides, cook-outs, vacations…and motorcycle rallies.  Summer activities offer 

great opportunities to build community, within the chapter and beyond. 

 

2017 marks the 40th Anniversary for GWRRA (Goldwing Road Riders Association). This adds up to forty years 

celebrating our core values of Safety, Knowledge, and Fun. Summer activities provide an excellent venue for 

integrating our core values, while connecting Goldwing enthusiasts locally, regionally, nationally…and 

internationally.   

 

What’s Involved in Planning a Summer Activity:  

 General Goal(s):  The winter months are ideal for planning activities for the year ahead.  

Start planning for next year’s activities by generating ideas for the type of activities you wish to host. 

Activities may be as simple as scheduling gatherings and rides, or they may include a variety of events 

including training, parties, cook-outs, rallies, or fundraisers. To increase member engagement, solicit ideas 

from all members. Brainstorming can be as simple as requesting ideas and feedback at gatherings, or it may 

involve collecting a larger sampling of ideas via surveys, 

 Teamwork: Teamwork is key to the success of any event. Begin planning for your event by 

brainstorming. Make sure to include all team members when soliciting ideas. This inspires creativity and 

fosters stronger support. Delegating tasks makes lighter work for activity organizers/coordinators, and 

promotes a sense of belonging and contribution for individual team members. 

 Theme: A theme is not required for an activity or an event; but it can generate increased interest for events 

such as rallies or fundraisers. Developing a theme, can also increase engagement and attendance to the event.  

Themes can also provide direction for the structuring activities offered during an event…training offerings, 

dining menus, event décor, member activities: contests, games…etc., advertising media: structure, format, 

and design. 

 Organization:  

 Identify the type of activity:  Informal/Formal.   

 Determine the type of venue:  Gathering/Ride/Training/Cook-Out/Rally/Fundraiser 

 Determine the scope of the activity:  Who will attend?   

 Determine scope of communication:  Method of Advertisement:  Email, Flyers, Mailings 

 Determine Organizational Requirements: Registrations/Vendors/Food/Entertainment/Event Cost/ 

Fundraising  

 Fun & Member Engagement: After determining the scope of your event, identify he type of activities that 

you will offer to enhance the experience of the members/guests attending. Event activities may include: 

Rides/Games/Food/Entertainment/Contests/Raffles.   

 

 



 

 

 Safety:  Not all events will require safety training. Ride-centered events may involve less formal training 

such as pre-ride instructions or safety awareness offered by the ride leader. For events such as scheduled 

training or rallies, the training may include more structured offerings such as Motorist Awareness 

Training.   

 Knowledge:  If you are hosting a larger event such as a rally, you may introduce training on a variety 

covering topics such as:  Medical First Aid (MFA), Newsletter, Membership Enhancement Coordinator 

(MEC), or Couple of the Year (COY) training,  

 Presentations: If hosting a more formal event, schedule time for presentations.  Presentations 

are generally scheduled before, or after fun activities.  When making presentations, check to ensure that the 

award that you are presenting, is not a duplication of an award presented by a leader at a higher level in the 

GWRRA organization. 

 Fundraising:  If you are hosting a rally or a fundraiser, determine the type of activities that 

will be used to raise funds.  Ensure that the fundraising methods and amounts are in accordance with 

OCP regulations. There are many ways to generate funds. Some ideas include raffles such as the 50-50, 

Chinese, and Special raffles. 

 Rallies:  Rallies are events that generally require large scale planning and execution. Rallies 

require a lot of planning and may involve lodging/dining contracts with a major lodging facility. Because 

of this, rallies are generally planned and hosted at higher levels within the GWRRA organization. Rally 

planners and team members rely on the skills and expertise of team members, and the expertise, experience, 

and advice of past leaders who have paved the way for success. 

 

This article provides a general guideline for planning activities.  The key elements for planning and executing 

a successful activity or event include each of the elements listed above.  However, the most vital elements of activity 

planning are creativity and teamwork. It is crucial to make members and team members feel valued and important 

to the planning and execution of events. Events and activities build community by strengthening bonds of 

camaraderie within the hosting group, and by bringing members from many places within GWRRA, together. 

 

Wishing everyone amazing adventures for the remainder of the 2017 riding season…and throughout the upcoming 

2018 riding season! 

 

Safe travels… 

 

 

 

 

 

Wishing all of you a safe and happy summer!       

 

http://www.coyotecommunications.com/travel/motorcycle/rallies_attended.shtml 

http://www.coyotecommunications.com/travel/motorcycle/rallies_attended.shtml


District Rider Education 

 
10 Causes of a Motorcycle Tip Over 

Posted on August 21, 2012 by lizjansen  

No one wants to have a motorcycle tip over. Balance can be a 
precarious condition, especially under slow-speed conditions. Allow 
weight to shift too much in one direction and you lose it. Motorcycles 

are designed for moving under engine power, not being pushed 
around. Anyone can stay upright under speed but real skill is required 

for adept slow speed control. 

Depending on the center of gravity deigned into the bike, some are 
easier to balance than others. Cruisers have most of their weight low 
and the correspondingly low seat heights means most riders can 
comfortably reach the ground.  
 
Even when we get to know our bikes and how to maneuver them, a 
split second of inattention can lead to a tip over.  You can pull into a 
parking lot or stop at an intersection, only to find a loose surface or 
maybe a slight grade with gravel or sand.  You put your foot down to 
hold you and your bike up, only to find your foot slipping to the point 
of no return and your bike goes down.  What do you do?  The photo 
below shows how to position yourself so you can “push up” the bike. 

 

 

http://lizjansen.com/motorcycle-tip-over/
http://lizjansen.com/author/lizjansen/
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwip2KLTncjWAhUEXRoKHcJ8BGEQjRwIBw&url=http://www.womenridersnow.com/pages/Bike_Lift_Technique.aspx&psig=AFQjCNGWKPtihuFOkyIQ960Ie2M4nShKCg&ust=1506700157603011


 

Here are ten common reasons bikes tip over: 

1. Forgetting to put the side stand down before dismounting. 
2. Stalling and losing your balance. 
3. Losing your footing while at a stop. Loose gravel, sand, an 

oily surface, or a simple pebble can cause this. So can 
putting your foot down in a pothole. 

4. Side stand sinks into hot pavement and no longer 
supports the bike. 

5. Leaving it running while on the side stand on an uneven 
surface. I left it running while on enough of a downward 
slope that it vibrated forward, the side stand came up 
and over it went. 

6. Improper technique while putting the bike on or taking it 
off the center stand. It can also happen if the bike is on 
the center stand on an uneven surface. Or hot 
pavement. 

7. Applying the front brakes during a slow speed turn. 
8. Stopping suddenly and losing your balance. 
9. Losing good judgment due to fatigue. 

10. Improper technique and/or losing footing while moving  
       a stopped motorcycle. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



       From the District Trainer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What’s Happening in Vermont 

VT A 

 

 

 

 

 

Training classes are being reviewed and a schedule 

will be created.  I will keep both chapters informed of 

dates and topics, as soon as I have it completed. 

 

In the meantime, please let me know if you have any 

specific needs and I will consider scheduling them. 

  



      What’s Happening in Vermont? 

VT K 
     VT Chapter K August Notes (submitted by Lynn J. Gauthier) 

  

Thirteen individuals from our Chapter attended the N.E. Region B District Rally in 

Sturbridge, MA.  Chapter K won the piñata contest for Vermont.  Chapter K was unopposed.  

There were many rides and great times. 

 

 
 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2018 N. E. District Rally will be in 

Southbury, CT in 2018.  More info to 

follow in next month’s newsletter! 


